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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



May 



April 14 — Eeparation demands from Germany in- 
formally announced. 
April 16 — Germans invited to send delegates to receive 
the treaty. 
23 — President Wilson issued statement that 
Frame could not belong to Italy. 
April 24 — Premier Orlando started for Eome. 

25 — Vanguard of German delegation reached 

Versailles. 
28 — Conference adopted the revised covenant of 
the League of Nations, and Geneva was 
selected as the seat of the league. 
30 — Principal German delegates arrived. The 
Council of Three agreed on the question 
of Shantung. 
1 — First meeting with the Germans and exchange 

of credentials. 
6 — Council of Three announced distribution of 

German Colonies. 
7 — Premier Orlando and Baron Soninno returned 

to Paris and sat with the Conference. 
7 — Plenipotentiaries of Germany were formally in- 
formed of the terms of the Allied and 
Associated Powers. 
May 14 — Plenipotentiaries of Austria arrived in Paris. 
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THE CONFERENCE DAY BY DAY 
Formal Acts of Council and Commissions 

April 14. — "The supreme economic council held its fifth 
meeting at the ministry of commerce on Monday, April 14, 
at 10 a. m., under the chairmanship of Vance McCormick. 

"It was decided, in view of the large number of questions 
coming before the council which particularly affect Bel- 
gium, that the Belgian government should be invited to 
nominate a representative who shall have the right to at- 
tend the meetings of the council and of its sections. 

"The disposal of surplus stocks of raw material in pos- 
session of the allied governments for sale to the German 
government during the period prior to the treaty of peace, 
under arrangements to be worked out by a special com- 
mittee in conjunction with the blockade and finance sections 
of the council, was approved. 

"The director general of relief submitted a review of re- 
lief measures effected by the United States, Great Britain, 
France and Italy during the month of March through the 
co-ordination of the supreme economic council, which shows 
that supplies amounting to more than 388,000 tons, to a 
total value of $111,280,000, were distributed during the 
month. (Director General Hoover's figures, recently given 
out, were 388,041 tons to the value of $95,100,000.) 

"The council again considered the serious deficiencies in 
the Italian coal situation, and a committee was appointed to 
devise definite measures for the immediate increase of the 
insufficient supply." 



Aid for Russia 

April 18.— In response to the appeals for aid from Dr. 
Fridtjof Nansen suggesting the appointment of a neutral 
and "purely humanitarian" committee which should super- 
vise the bringing of aid to Russia, the Council of Four 
issued the following statement : 

The misery and suffering in Russia described in your 
letter of April 3 appeal to the sympathies of all peoples. It 
is shocking to humanity that millions of men and women 
and children lack the food and nourishment which make 
life endurable. 



The governments and peoples whom we reperesent would 
be glad to co-operate, without thought of political, military 
or financial advantage, in any proposal which would relieve 
this situation in Russia. It seems to us that such a com- 
mittee as you propose would offer a practical means of 
acquiring the beneficent results you have in view and could 
not, either in its conception or its operation, be considered 
as having any other aim than the humanitarian purpose 
of saving life. 

There are great difficulties to be overcome, political dif- 
ficulties resulting from the existing situation in Russia and 
the difficulties of supply and of transport ; but if the existing 
local governments of Russia are as willing as the govern- 
ments and peoples whom we represent to see succor and 
relief given to the stricken people of Russia, no political 
obstacle will remain. 

There will remain, however, the difficulties of supply, fi- 
nance and transport which we have mentioned, and also the 
problem of distribution in Russia itself. The problem of 
supply we can ourselves hope to solve in connection with the 
advice and co-operation of such a committee as you propose. 
The problem of finance would seem to us to fall upon the 
Russian authorities. The problem of transport of supplies 
to Russia we can hope to meet with the assistance of your 
own and neutral governments, whose interests should be as 
great as our own and whose losses have been less. 

Transport Problem Discussed. 

The problems of transport in Russia, and of distribution, 
can be solved only by the people of Russia themselves, with 
the assistance, advice and supervision of your commission. 
Subject to such supervision, the problem of distribution 
should be solely under the control of the people of Russia 
themselves. The people in each locality should be given, as 
under the regime of the Belgian Relief Commission, the full- 
est opportunity to advise your commission upon the methods 
and the personnel by which their community is to be re- 
lieved. 

In no other circumstances could it be believed that the 
purpose of this relief was humanitarian and not political. 
Under no other conditions could it be certain that the 
hungry would be fed. That such a course would involve the 
cessation of hostilities within definite lines in the 
territory of Russia is obvious. And the cessation of hos- 
tilities would necessarily involve a complete suspension of 
the transfer of troops and military materiel of all sorts to 
and within Russia's territory. Indeed, relief to Russia which 
did not mean a return to a state of peace would be futile 
and would be impossible to consider. Under such condi- 
tions as we have outlined, we believe that your plan could 
be successfully carried into effect, and we should be pre- 
pared to give it our full support. 

(Signed) E. ORLANDO, 

D. LLOYD GEORGE, 
WOODROW WILSON, 
G. CLEMENCEAU. 



Relief for Neutrals 



April 22.— The supreme economic council today author- 
ized the announcement of the abolition of the blacklist, li- 
censing and rationing systems as applied to neutrals, thereby 
crowning the efforts of the American economic delegates for 
the removal of war-time restrictions on trade. This decision 
will grant that freedom of intercourse without which the 
resumption of foreign commerce has been almost impossible. 

The announcement will be made April 25 by the various 
governments. It will authorize shipments of raw materials 
and manufactures other than export commodities freely to 
countries not including Germany and bolshevist Russia. 
Enforcement of restrictions against re-export to these still 
blockaded countries will be left to the control of associations 
to which shipments to neutrals adjacent to Germany still 
must be consigned. 
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Italians Withdraw 

April 24. — After the meeting of the Council of Four this 
afternoon, previous to the departure of Premier Orlando, 
the following official statement was issued: 

Before his departure for Rome, Signor Orlando, accom- 
panied by Baron Sonnino, had another meeting with Pres- 
ident Wilson, Premier Lloyd George and Premier Clemen- 
ceau. Throughout the discussion all present displayed the 
strongest desire to reach a satisfactory solution of the 
problem under consideration. The heads of the American, 
British and French governments expressed to Signor Or- 
lando the hope that the Italian parliament would also as- 
sent in arriving at such a settlement. 



Suspend Blockade 



April 28. — The supreme economic council met at 10 a. m., 
on April 28 under the chairmanship of Lord Robert Cecil. 

Concerning German fishing in the Skagerrak and Cattegat, 
the council was advised that after its action at the last 
meeting upon the German request for permission to fish 
in these waters, the naval armistice authorities have re- 
moved restrictions as to the Cattegat, and have extended 
the North Sea limits so as to permit the German fishermen 
to make use of a passage free from mines to and from 
the several fishing areas. 

It was reported to the council that the blockade section 
has taken appropriate steps to give effect to the decision of 
the council that the rationing regulations established dur- 
ing the war with respect to the importation of commodities 
into the northern neutral countries and Switzerland be 
suspended. In consequence, hereafter all commodities other 
than a specified list of war material may be imported into 
those countries without restriction on quantity. It has also 
been deeided that shipments of foodstuffs from the countries 
in question to Germany may be made without the require- 
ment previously existing that each shipment receive the 
approval of the interallied trade committee in the respective 
countries. 

To facilitate commerce and the forwarding of relief sup- 
plies, the council agreed to the recommendation of the block- 
ade section that hereafter shipment may be made through 
Germany of all commodities except unfinished munitions of 
war, provided the shipments are covered by a license of an 
interallied trade committee or, where no such committee 
exists, by a license from the relief administration. 

The council considered the important question of facili- 
tating commercial and relief traffic on the Danube River, but 
deferred final action in order to permit the further study 
of the several methods of regulation which were proposed. 

In pursuance of its plans of improving coal production and 
distribution to meet the present general deficit in the Eu- 
ropean coal supply, the council decided that the director 
general of relief should for the present be charged with all 
matters in an endeavor to increase the coal production in 
the former empire of Austria-Hungary and Poland. The 
director general of relief is to work through the mission of 
the communications section of the council, which is charged 
with the operation of through railroad service for the dis- 
tribution of food supplies in the territories in question. 



Let Up in Blockade 

May 5. — The supreme economic council held its sixteenth 
meeting May 5, at 10 a. m., under the chairmanship of 
Lord Robert Cecil, at the ministry of commerce. 

The council considered plans which had been formulated 
to bring about the complete economic isolation of Germany 
in the event that the German delegates should refuse to 
sign the preliminaries of peace. The blockade section was 
directed to draw up and submit for the approval of the 
council of foreign ministers a plan of blockade measures to 
be immediately put into effect should the associated gov- 
ernments desire to have recourse to economic coercion. 

Upon recommendation by the financial section the council 
decided to make the following relaxations of financial re- 
strictions of trade with Germany pending the signing of the 
peace treaty. 



First — The financial list to be suspended (if this has not 
been done already) and announcement to be made that 
neutrals are entirely free to extend credits of any kind 
to Germany or to its nationals. 

Second — That German-owned cash, balances and bills al- 
ready in neutral countries are freely available in payment 
for imports. 

Third — That the proceeds of exports from Germany may 
be freely available in payment for all kinds of permitted 
imports. 

Fourth — That the finance section shall have discretion to 
grant the licenses for the export of gold and securities from 
Germany in payment for imports on application from the 
German authorities. 

Fifth — That the above be communicated to the financial 
commission at Villette and to the committee of neutral fi- 
nanciers, and that their suggestion be invited as to what 
further relaxations are desired by them. 

Control of traffic on the Danube : 

The couneil considered again the question of the control 
of navigation on the Danube, and it was decided that this 
control should be placed entirely under one authority. A 
subcommittee was appointed to arrange the details with a 
view to expediting the reopening of commercial and relief 
traffic on the Danube. 

May 6. — The council of three, M. Clemenceau, President 
Wilson, and Mr. Lloyd George, decided as to the disposition 
of the former German colonies as follows : 

Togoland and Kamerun — France and Great Britain shall 
make a joint recommendation to the League of Nations as to 
their future. 

German East Africa — The mandate shall be held by Great 
Britain. 

German Southwest Africa — The mandate shall be held by 
the Union of South Africa. 

The German Samoan Islands — The mandate shall be held 
by New Zealand. 

The other German Pacific possessions south of the equator, 
excluding the German Samoan Islands and Nauru— The man- 
date shall be held by Australia. 

Nauru (Pleasant Island) — The mandate shall be given to 
the British empire. 

The German Pacific Islands north of the equator — The 
mandate shall be held by Japan. 

May 7. — The Conference received the plenipotentiaries of 
Germany and presented to them the terms of the treaty to 
which Germany was expected to give its assent. See page 150. 

Through the Committee of Public Information the follow- 
ing important statement as to the policy of the United States 
and Great Britain toward France was announced: "In ad- 
dition to the securities afforded in the treaty of peace the 
President of the United States has pledged himself to pro- 
pose to the Senate of the United States, and the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain has pledged himself to propose to 
the Parliament Of Great Britain an engagement, subject to 
the approval of the Council of the League of Nations, to 
come immediately to the assistance of France in case of un- 
provoked attack by Germany." 



May 10. — The question of reparations to be made by 
Austria-Hungary was considered yesterday by President Wil- 
son and Premiers Lloyd-George and Clemenceau. They also 
discussed the question of financing Germany, Austria-Hun- 
gary, Poland, and other smaller European nations. Financial 
experts were called in for consultation regarding both ques- 
tions and were instructed to work out a solution. Austria- 
Hungary's reparation obligations create difficulties, owing to 
the necessity of apportioning whatever payments are re- 
quired among the different territories of the former empire. 

May 13. — The Adriatic question was taken up today by the 
Council of Four in addition to other matters. Baron 
Sonnino held a conference with Colonel House today, hoping 
to gain a basis of adjustment prior to the arrival of the 
Austrian commissioners. 

May 14. — The Council of Four today considered the im- 
mediate reimposing of the blockade against Germany, in 
case that country decides not to sign the treaty. 



